ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

In a method to detect the pressure in an x-ray tube having a cathode of the x- 
ray tube that is heated with a heater current, and wherein electrons are accelerated 
between the cathode and an anode by an applied x-ray tube voltage, the heater 
current is measured, a tube current corresponding to the tube -ray voltage is 
measured, the difference between the measured heater current and the measured 
tube current is determined or the temporal change of the measured heater current or 
of the measured tube current is determined, the difference or the temporal change is 
compared with predetermined calibration values, and a value representing the 
pressure in the x-ray tube is determined from the comparison. 
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